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Setting the scene 

ÅAfter 30+ years with heroin centre 
stage in Europe ð there are now 
signs of long-term market decline 

ÅOther óold drugsô seem stable and 
there are some reductions 

ÅNew psychoactive substances are 
on the increase 
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Opioids 
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Opioid use 
Opioids > 

Still Europeôs biggest drug problem 
 

About 1.4 million problem opioid users (POUs) 

 

0.4 % of adults in the EU and Norway 

 

Buté heroin? 
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Estimates of the annual prevalence of problem 
opioid use (among the population aged 15-64) 
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Recent evidence ð drop in availability 

 

Å Reduction in seizures 

Å Declining numbers of drug law offences 

Å Shortages reported (some countries) 

 

Heroin: is the tide turning? 
Opioids > 
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Heroin seizures and quantities seized  
Opioids > 
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Acute shortages in some countries late 2010/early 2011 

 

Other countries ð no change 

 

Replacements: other opioids, amphetamines, synthetic 

cathinones, benzodiazepines 

 

Fentanyl ð a particular concern 

 

 

Heroin shortages and replacements 
Opioids > 
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Heroin: is the tide turning? 

Longer term changes: 

 

ÅDecline in new treatment entrants 

ÅAgeing cohort 

ÅLess injecting 

ÅIncreasing treatment coverage 

Opioids > 
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Primary opioid users as a percentage of all 

reported drug treatment entrants, 2010 

 Data for Lithuania refer 

to clients entering 

treatment for the first 

time in their lives. 
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Injecting as usual mode of administration among 

primary opioid users entering treatment in 2010 
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Decline in opioid clients 
Opioids > 

New outpatient clients with opioid as primary drug (2005ï10) 

18 countries supplying data 
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Increasing treatment provision 

(At least 1.1 million Europeans 

undergo drug treatment every 

year) 

 

710 000 received opioid 

substitution treatment in 2010 

 

Estimated 50 % coverage rate for 

opioid substitution treatment in 

the EU 

Opioids > 
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Breakdown of treatment coverage 
 
 

Treatment coverage of 

problem opioid users 

in 8 countries 

 

Estimates range from 

80 % to < 40 % 

Opioids > 
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Continued decrease in new HIV infections 

 

New EU low of 2.5 per million ð around 1 200 new cases 

(2010) 

 

Compares with 104.3 per million (Russia) and 151.5 per 

million (Ukraine) 

 

BUT: HIV outbreaks in Greece and Romania 

 

 

 

 

 

Harms 
Opioids > 


